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Welcome to the April 2023 edition of our Newsletter 
 
The February 2023 meeting saw us in a different area of the Eastwood Leisure 
Centre which proved to be very crowded. The Committee has resolved that 
we will return to the kitchen area for the immediate future.  
 
The Begonia Festival Stamp Fair was once again a magnificent success. Close 
to 200 visitors. I noticed a number of new faces; many younger people were 
also in attendance. This is healthy for our great hobby. Our friends from the Latrobe Valley, 
Warrnambool, Maryborough, Bendigo, Geelong, St Arnaud, Essendon Broadmeadows clubs were among 
those who supported the Fair. It was great to see Norm Hamilton at the Fair and we wish him well with 
his recovery. 
 
Our thanks go to the Club Members who were there for bump in on Sunday afternoon and again during 
the Fair and of course for the bump out. We appreciated the help of young Patrick Hoang who has 
become a regular helper at our Fairs.  
 
The Displays were the BEST EVER according to several prominent philatelists present. Thanks, Jack Van 
Beveren, for co-ordinating this very popular aspect of our Fair. Thanks to Ian Saddler for bringing his 
display and a couple of others from the Brighton Club and our own members who contributed with their 
quality Displays. Thanks to the Club Members who ‘manned’ the Club table all day and Trish Simmons 
for making sure all children had hands full of stamps to take home. 
 
Thanks to Frank and members of his wider family for making sure everybody was well fed and watered. 
This is a big job and much appreciated. The Limited-Edition mini sheets almost sold out and covers also 
went well. Thanks also to Sarah Morey for her efforts in designing our brochures again. 
 
Both Warrnambool and Maryborough Clubs are having their Auction nights shortly and we hope our 
members can support them and put up their lots for the Auction as well. 
 
Our Syllabus has been finalised and is a rather spectacular document! Thanks Jan. 
 
Jack and Frank advised that we need to have a working bee for the Display Frames and Frank is to attend 
to our tables which need some maintenance. We are very lucky to have Frank and Ione who are great 
supporters of the Club. 
 
Our next meeting is on the 3rd Monday of April at the Eastwood Leisure Centre. 
 

BALLARAT PHILATELIC SOCIETY INC. 

Established 1904 

Meetings are held on the 3rd and 5th Mondays of each 

month (except December) at The Eastwood Street Leisure 

Centre, 20 Eastwood Street Ballarat, commencing at 7pm. 

Membership $15 (for2022/23)              Visitors Welcome 

Newsletter Items 

Please forward anything of philatelic interest to info@ballaratstampclub.com.au for inclusion in future news-

letters.  Stories preferred in a word processing format rather than PDF, pictures in jpeg or png format, although I 

can work around these restrictions if necessary.  Please contribute to the next  Newsletter due in late March, 

items will be accepted between now and then.  



 

 

 

VISIT our website: ballaratstampclub.com.au 

New members most welcome! 

More Details to follow, check our webpage. 



Ballarat Stamp Club 2023 Syllabus 
Below is the proposed program of events and activities for 2023.  We will endeavour to adhere to 

this but will always be open to new experiences and opportunities that may come up. 
 

Meetings: 7.00 pm (Social gathering) 7.30 pm (Formal meeting) 

  3
rd

 and 5
th
 Mondays of each month (except December) 

Eastwood Leisure Centre  

(follow arrows to our allocated room) 

20 Eastwood Street, Ballarat 

Membership $15.00        Visitors welcome 

 

April 17: Eureka Displays – Three sheets Letter “C” 

May 15:    Eureka Displays – Four sheets Letters “D” 

  Club Member’s Special Interest Display:  Keith Sanders: 

 (Club Newsletter items due for June Edition) 

May 29: Committee Meeting and Circuit Sheets 

June 19:          Nominations due for Office Bearers and Committee Members for 2023  

July 17: Annual General Meeting 

  Guest speaker and/or President’s Display 

(Club Newsletter items due for August Edition) 

August 21: Other Collections and Hobbies nights. 

Sept. 18:  Club Member’s Special Interest Display: Neil Petrass: Topic to be advised Annual Membership 
Due   

October 8: (Sunday)  Eureka Stamps and Coins Fair  Eastwood Leisure Centre 

October 16: Interclub Night 

October 30: Committee Meeting and Circuit Sheets  

Nov 20: Meeting, Guest Speaker and Circuit sheets 

Dec 18: End of year Christmas Party Function  6 p.m. Eastwood Leisure Complex. 
 

Please support our sister clubs 

Warrnambool philatelic society Visitors/ Auction night Wednesday 19th April 2023 at 

Hammond Fellowship Centre, Henna Street,Warrnambool. 

Lot placement and viewing from 7.00pm, with Auction to start around 7.30pm. It will be followed by a light supper. 

Each person can have as many lots, as they like. It would be great to have an Auction list of lots, so with a brief description  of 
each lot. Regards Darryl 0448487356 

 

Maryborough  Stamp  Club  Annual  Auction  Tuesday, 9th MAY  2023  from 5.30pm 

You are warmly invited to submit items into our Annual Auction to be held in St Augustine’s Hall, Burke Street, Maryborough. 

Anyone may submit up to 20 items. (No commission taken). 

Please send a description of your item(s) to me by 11th April 2023. 

Your description MUST include the Reserve Price which will be the STARTING PRICE. 



 



 

  

  



 



 



Unique and Wonderful Stamps 

  

When it comes to stamps, one of the most exciting things for us, and for many collectors is the creation by the 
postal services of something unique and innovative. There is absolutely no doubt that the stamps we are 
highlighting today are both unique and innovative.  

The first stamp comes from a country that is famous for many great things, but innovation is not the first word 
that comes to mind. The Vatican City has issued the stamp below in 
celebration of UNs Decade for Ecosystem Restoration, and it truly is 
impressive.  

The stamp was created entirely from polyester strings made from recycled 
plastic bottles. The production of 45.000 stamps resulted in 4000 plastic 
bottles being recycled into polyester string, and each stamp is made using 
more than 75 meters of polyester. 

To support the focus on ecosystem restoration, the stamp depicts a seed 
in the ground, which is able to grow and flourish thanks to the golden light 
of the sun. This is the first stamp in a new series on ecosystem restoration, 
and we can’t wait to see what else the Vatican City might have in store for 
us. 

 

 

There is one postal service we can always rely on, when it comes to innovative 
stamps, and as always, the Austrian postal service does not disappoint. For the 
past decade, the Austrian postal service has had a very large focus on 
sustainability, and they have been implementing all sorts of sustainable activities 
into their work, including solar power generation, electric delivery vehicles, and 
efficient waste management. This includes recycling the worn-out uniforms of their 
employees.  

The stamp to the right is actually made entirely from old uniform shirts, which were 
shredded, mixed with water, and ground to a pulp. The pulp was then pressed into 
sheets and dried, creating sheets of rag paper. To highlight the material used for 
the stamp, the design of the stamp resembles the laundry instructions sewn into 
clothing, with the outline of a uniform shirt in the background. As seen on the 
stamp you should not wash it, iron it, or bleach it - only for collecting purposes. 
This actually goes for most stamps out there.  

The stamp is truly impressive, and it once again shows that the Austrian postal 

service keeps pushing the boundaries of stamp creation. 

 

 

Australia 1932 5/- Sydney Harbour Bridge Stamp   

The most iconic stamp from this country, and missing from 95% of 

collections. It was printed on what was essentially very coarse hand-

towel type blotting paper, and perforated with blunt nails. This was 

the absolute height of the Great Depression, and even the 

Government Printer was economising. The coarse paper means a 

large number are thinned - try and carefully peel an old hinge off 

these, and you WILL thin them! And the perfs, as all will know are 

often terrible and ripped out, and “fluffy” and poorly punched. They 

were perforated with the single line machine rather like a fancy treadle sewing machine one line at a time, then 

sheet rotated 90 degrees, and the other sides done. Hence wide margin centering is not common at all. A beauty - 

clean and perfect with superb perfs and centering for these “terrors”.  



Australia 1916 WWI 
double rate, four stamp, 
Roo/KGV complete cover 
to France -  

 
Australia 1916 uncensored, small double rate, 
re-addressed cover to Rouen, Normandy. Sent 
from “Cooinoo”, in Kissing Point Road 
Turramurra, NSW, which was built for William 
James Adams, heir to the Tattersalls 

fortune. The house was featured as a private 
residence in “Our beautiful Homes'', N.S.W. 1910. 
In World War I the city of Rouen was just behind 
the German occupied lines, and became a major 
logistics centre with numerous base hospitals. 
British Commonwealth camps and hospitals were 
stationed on the southern outskirts.   
 
A base supply depot and the 3rd Echelon of 
General Headquarters were also established in 
the city. No 1 Australian General Hospital was 
located there from 1916 to early 1919. Franked with 2 x 2d Grey Kangaroos, plus 2 x ½d Emerald single 
watermark KGV Heads. All cancelled by Turramurra cds’s of ‘10 JL 16’ with French backstamps. Double rate covers 
to France are rare, 4 stamp covers even scarcer, as a 5d KGV or 5d Roo were of course the obvious franking 
choice, at any PO for a 5d letter rate, and this is a scarce survivor. The 2d appear from the perfs to be Slate Grey 
SECOND watermark, Cat $450+++. VERY strange not to be censored in the midst of WWI to the busiest war action 
in Northern France, making it more desirable.  

Begonia Stamp Fair Displays 

There were 15 frames displayed at the Begonia Stamp Fair that highlighted the collection interests and 

expertise of some of our members and also displays provided by a couple of Brighton Philatelic Society 

members.  This was a display and not a competition and drew a lot of interest from those who attended. 

Below is a list of the displays and their presenters who would be only too happy to talk to you about their 

work. 

American Red Cross (Cliff Matthews—Ballarat)  Moomba (Jack van Beveren—Ballarat) 

French Red Cross (Cliff Matthews—Ballarat)   China (Ian Saddler—Brighton) 

Apollo Voyages (Ross Newton – Brighton)   Philatelic Congresses (Jack van Beveren—Ballarat) 

Olymic Games (Ross Newton – Brighton)   British West Indies (Keith Sanders—Ballarat) 

British Colonial Mail (Keith Sanders—Ballarat)  Flying Doctors   (Cliff Matthews—Ballarat) 

Spain (Cliff Matthews—Ballarat)    Exhibitions Jack van Beveren—Ballarat) 

Ceylon  (Ian Saddler—Brighton)    Broken Hill (Peter Morey—Ballarat) 



Mauritius - King George VI - Die 3 
 
Identifying the Leeward Islands and Mauritius small keyplate issues first requires an understanding of the 
print dies that were used to print the King's head on these stamps. If you can allocate a stamp to the die 
used, you will know the relative time period it was printed. There were three dies used to print these 
stamps and each of the dies was used during a certain time period. The entire process was described by 
Richard Lockyer in "King George VI Varieties - Part 42 - Small Keyplates" which appeared in Gibbons 
Stamp Monthly November, 1996 issue. 
 
The image below includes Richard's description of Die 3 which was used from 1947 until 1949 for 
Mauritius stamps. I have inserted numbers by the description which are superimposed on the attached 
image to show you where to look for these features. 
 
The best Mauritius stamp to use to find these characteristics is the 3c value. It was only printed four times 
and each of the three dies were included in a way that can be readily identified based on additional 
characteristics. It is also fairly inexpensive so you can accumulate a few for identification.  
 
If you can find the Die 3 stamps from this set, you will typically have found the higher value stamps 
printed on Chalk paper. The values from 25c to 10R were printed using Die 3 on chalk paper, with one 
exception which is the 1945 5R value which was printed on Substitute paper. All of the lower value 
stamps were printed using substitute paper. You should know that not every value was printed using Die 
3. It was not used for the 12c, and 20c values because the last printing for these two stamps was 1945. 
 
It is fairly easy to separate the Die 2 stamps from the other two versions, but it can be confusing to 
identify the difference between Die 1 and Die 3. This is especially true when the impression is not as 
good. When I am trying to decide, I use the paper and gum as the tie breaker. The Die 1 stamps tend to 
have yellowish gum compared to the Die 3 stamps which tend to have white gum. Compare your stamps 
against black paper under a strong light to see the variations.  
 
 

 



 

This is stamp club newsletter but from time to time we are asked about the value of bank 

notes in collections and when I saw this article I thought it might interest our readers. 

 

 

If you have collections or know of people who have a collection they want advice on how to sell, store 

or display their material, the best time to have this done is at our fairs or at the fairs of other stamp 

clubs where there will be dealers to offer advice.  Remember always get a couple of opinions. 


